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3/10/09 Spring IEP Training for Par&dsource Center 6:30 p UPDATE ON REACH
3/22-3/24/09 Texas Advocacy and Leadership Conferefucstin SERIEREROSRANE
3/28/08 Buddy Baseball Opening Dilgodall Field

SUMMER CAMPS &
3/28/08 Kid Safe Saturdagve Civic Center 162p ACTIVITIES

903.783.1922
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REACH Center A Reality

RRVDSS MAKES ANOTHER GIANT STEP TOWARD A BETTER FUHIREERMDIRH DS

A recen: grant of $10,000 from the St. Joseph Community Foundation has brought the REACH ¢
(Raising Expectations And Creating Hope) closer to its opening in the northeast Te
I NBI @ ¢KS AN YydzZ gl NRSR Ay tFdS CSo
0dzZRISH F2NJ 6KS FANBRG &SINW® aLGQa | o
SELX FAYSR 58I yyl ¢KIFNLSs SESOdziABS RA
we will be able to secure funding for the first year before the educational programs
in late summer, early fall. We have additional funding proposals in front of other
F2dzy RIFGA2ya Ay 2NRSNJ G2 O2YLX SGS FTdzy RAy 3 T2
The center will take some of the progra —

offered at the current resource center an
expand on them as well as creating new
and exciting educational opportunities fo
both adults and children with intellectual
disabilities. Play 2 Learn, a successful
learning program held at the current
facility, will continue for ages such as
toddlers. However, older students will b
given more detailed, onen-one
instruction in order to target difficulties
specific for that student and improve thei
success in the general education
classroom. Adults will also have a varietg
of continuing education programs held
throughout the year and parents and
teachers will have even more opportunities to Autumn Phillips uses a document camera to
KSEFENJ AYyGiSNBaidAy3d aLISI 1 S NEHearn gbBut lda2elsiufing @classiat the
do want to make the REACH Center a lifelong RRVDSS Resource Center with instructor Kriss
f SEFNYAy3a OSyGSNEE ¢KIFNLIS aliAR® Crites looking on.
The center will be accepting applications for

trained teachers for paftime positions beginning in April. Those wishing to find out more about tl
REACH Center, apply for a teaching position, donate to the creation of the center, or volunteer i
one of the many programs available should contact RRVDSS at (96B)ZB88r by email at

info@rrvdss.org

— Ed


mailto:info@rrvdss.org

SAVE THE DATE:

Caregivers Needed
for Study

Baseball Beginsd March 28th

Here is an opportunity to participate in a study
while helping out a college student. Darci Wilson
is a junior majoring in Psychology at Indiana Uni-
versity Kokomo and currently doing an IRB ap-
proved research project for credit.
Darci writes: | need people, who care for a
loved one on a regular basis, to fill out an anony-
mous survey for this research project. Partici-
pants need to be noipaid primary caregivers of
a person with any special need(s). Caregivers
have needs also and our goal is to examine and possibly ad-
dress those needs through a research study at Indiana Uni-
versity Kokomo. We are inviting individuals who are a pri-
mary caregiver of a person with any special need to partici-
pate in our online survey. The survey consists of a series of
guestions about your situation, concerns, thoughts, feelings
and behaviors as a caregiver.
People who qualify for the study must be a rpaid primary
caregiver of a person or multiple people (any age) with any
disabilities such as a spouse, child, sister, brother, parent,
grandparent, friend, etc. Any physical, mental or develop-
mental disability that requires regular assistance from a care-
giver would qualify. If you wish to help us learn more about
the needs of a caregiver please follow this lirip://
mypage.iu.edu/~kmholcom/caregivers.htamd kindly com-
plete the survey. If you have any questions feel free to emalil
me atdarknigh@iuk.edu

Bl RRVDSS Lobbies on the Hil

RRVDSS Executive Director,
Deanna Tharpe, traveled to
Washington D.C. recently for the
annual Down Syndrome Affiliates
in Action Conference. The con-
ference, which is a tool to share
resources and knowledge be-
tween Down syndrome affiliate
groups all over the nation, added
legislative advocacy to the table
this year. One full day was dedi-
cated to lobbying for Down syn-
drome issues in the House and
Senate. Groups from all over
Texas (Houston, San Antonio,
Austin, Dallas and Paris) banded
together to bring their message to
our U.S. senators. Several key
issues were discussed with our
legislators: The Achieving a Bet-
ter Life Experience Act (ABLE) of
2009 (S 493/HR 1205) was intro-
duced last week in both the Sen-
ate and House. The ABLE Act

will give individuals with Down
syndrome and their families the
ability to save for their child's
future just like every other Ameri-
can family, and help people with
disabilities live full, productive
lives in their communities.

The ABLE Act will allow indi-
viduals with Down syndrome to
create a disability savings ac-
count that would accrue interest
tax-free. The account could fund
a variety of essential expenses
for the individual, including medi-
cal and dental care, education,
community based supports, em-
ployment training, assistive tech-
nology, housing, and transporta-
tion. The legislation prohibits
amounts held by, or paid or dis-
tributed from any ABLE accounts
from being treated as income or
assets when determining eligibil-

ity for benefits provide by
any Federal benefits pro-
gram.

Asset development is one
step towards improved
economic self-sufficiency,
and the legislation's focus
on encouraging asset
development will greatly
incentivize people with
disabilites to live more
productive lives through
earning and saving as-
sets.

Another issue discussed
was the funding of the
Kennedy-Brownback  bill
passed unanimously last
year. This bill was designed to
improve information and in-
crease referral to support ser-
vices for parents receiving a
prenatal or postnatal diagnosis

of Down syndrome and other
conditions. The bill authorizes
the federal government, through
the Department of Health and
Human Services to provide
(Continued on page 6)

SPRING IEP CLINIC

Tues. March 10th

6:30 pm
Where:

- 935 South Collegiate -

Paris, TX

(Village Shopping Center)

Sponsored by:

Red River Valley Down
. Syndrome Society

Childcare provided.
Registration requested:

903-783-1922 or info@rrvdss.org

Presenter:

Daphne Cunningham
PATH Regional Coordinator
Partners Resource Network

Parents! Get involved! Get
informed! Get empowered!
Presentation will be followed by
forum for specific questions.

RRVDSS

Paris, Texas
www.redriverdss.org

Located in the Village Shopping Center



http://mypage.iu.edu/~kmholcom/caregivers.htm
http://mypage.iu.edu/~kmholcom/caregivers.htm
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SAVE THE DATE:

Lobbying (cont)

(Continued from pagg)

funds to entities such as a State or a political subdivision of a
State; a consortium of 2 or more States or political subdivisions
of States; a territory; a health facility or program operated by or
pursuant to a contract with or grant from the Indian Health Ser-
vice; any other entity with appropriate expertise in prenatally and
postnatally diagnosed conditions (including nationally recognized
disability groups), as determined by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services.

RRVDSS, the NDSS and the NDSC urge you to contact your
legislator and urge them to co-sponsor the ABLE Act and vote for
appropriations for the Kennedy-Brownback Bill. Your support
makes a real difference in the future of our loved ones with Down
syndrome.

Deanna Tharpe
(RRVDSS) shares a
moment with Rep.
Cathy McMorris
Rodgers (RVA) who
is the mother of a
son with Down syn-
drome.

|IEP Trainingd March 10th!!!

Rep. Patrick Kennedy-f) addresses the
Down Syndrome Caucus breakfast on during
the Affiliates in Action annual conference in
DC.

Tablescapes 2009

Here's your chance to get design ideas for Spring!

Luncheon
Saturday, March 14th
12:00 noon
Legacy Ridge Country Club
$25.00 for a gourmet lunch

Tables of six' invite five good friends

The

Men from Hannahos

The theme for the luncheon is "birds" and will be fol-
lowed through on the table decor, the menu and even

the prizes!

Fundraiser for Hannah's Horseshoes of Hope
For information and reservations contact Janice Mills

at 903 -640-2196.

Board

Wi

RRVDSS Notes...

Deanna Tharpe, Executive Director latest endeavor, the REACH Center. With our first grant

) o o awarded, we are on our way to giving this community a
ZKbEOU B INBFO 220 L KIGSH ' YeR Ilféldhélléarnfné &hté for peoplé Fviidtellectta? U I £ 1
about all the great things that are going on with the disabilities. | am proud to be a part of this community
Red River Valley Down Syndrome Society. If you ask and this wonderful organization as we strive to create this

YS 6KIFi 6SQNB VI?Q)\)/EIZ & 2 dzQf t\okghr@ Sentdr2 (We &re. rhéb‘rﬁg'—tﬂls%% s8Ry
Fal YS (2 {(AyRteé aakdzi dzL¥ wﬁ&t@ﬁe%z@ssmovle Caﬂ,ﬁéju) fAGOE S

cited over our programs and progress. l YRS 2K Yeéooddra AlG 2dzNJ n i

| just returned from the Down Syndrome Affiliates in wait to get out there on the field and announce our tea

Action Conference in Washington, DC last week. 2y hLSYyAy3 5F&H 28008 |

What a great week of events on Capitol Hill plus tons old Tee and gloves to practice in the yard. Have you?

of great sessions on improving, adding, and expand- LayQd AdG FYFTAY3 G GKS TFdzy 2 dz
ing our programs. It is an amazing time to share SIFOK {I GdNRI &K aledosS az2vYS8SRrRIa |
information and resources with other DS organiza- gram (and | yearn for that day), but in the mean-

tions around the country. time...PLAY BALL!!

I was thrilled to be able to tell other groups about our

National Down Syndrome Society
Changes Mission

March 3, 2009 (New York, NY) The National Down Syn-These strategic changes are designed to help NDSS advance its

drome Society (NDSS), the national advocate for people goals.

with Down syndrome, announced a new mission and ’ ~

vision that incorporates a new strategic directon, a ¢ h @SNJ G KS LI ad on &SIFENEZI b5{{ K

new logo, and a host of initiatives to support its com- Syndrome through national leadership in education, research

mitment to being the national advocate for people with and advocacyFollowing an extensive study of the many

Down syndrome. unmet needs of families in the Down syndrome communit

we have chosen a new mission and strategy that narro

Effective immediately, the new mission and vision are: 2 dzNJ F2 Odza 2y GKS ylI GA2y|l f

The mission of NDSS is to be the national advocate forof people with Down syndroméVe see achieving this mis

the value, acceptance and inclusion of people with A2y Fa 2dzNJ O2YYdzy Al e Qa Y2

Down syndrome. The National Down Syndrome Society

envisions a world in which all people with Down syn- For the past 30 years NDSS has worked in partnership with

drome have the opportunity to enhance their quality of its affiliates to advance research, improve public policy and in-

life, realize their life aspirations, and become valued crease public resources, as well as develop and disseminate edu-
| nhembbrsaof welc@ming/commugities. cational materials and programs. NDSS is governed by-a 17

member Board of Directors comprised of satfvocates, affili-

The new strategic direction will allow the organization ates, parents, professionals and community members from

to focus on key objectives that will grow the NDSS Na- across the country. NDSS also benefits from the expertise of sev-

tional Policy Center in DC, strengthen the national eral advisory boards, including: Affiliate Advisory Board, Clinical

Buddy Walk® program with its affiliates, appoint a new Advisory Board, National Advisory Board, -3elfocate Advisory

leader to support community relations, and launch a Board, and the Science Advisory Board.

new national public awareness strategy.




TELL USIII Want to brag? Share a story? Write an article? Send it to us today!!!

College for My Child with Special VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!H
Needs? Absolutely!!! Vol unteer as a nbuddye P"’“‘

season of Buddy Basebal
rewardin@ and only takes a couple of

Y with & d
%ronm\"/i}v'r?-lavécz)iﬂ| Ir:a

College Living Experience (CLE) is a pestcondary program Students travel from all over the country to attend CLE . time? We always need
. . . . . . . hours on a Saturday through rhthy! B helb keepina th

for students who require additional support with academic, programs in: Austin, Chicago, Denver, Ft. Lauderdale, : : ¥ help keeping the center

) ) . ; ) ) ) : You can even register online! : d clean! Call us!

social and independent living skills. CLE provides intensive Monterey, and Washington, D.C. nice and clean: Lall us:

assistance to students have varying abilities. For example,
some CLE students with autism spectrum disorders, including ~ Summer Program:

Asperger6s Syndr ome. Ot her s Ezﬁve..s ecifiﬁ disasbilities or
. . . . ollege Living Experience also hosts a Summer
social and emotional maturation issues. They all receive the . . . . . .
support they need to become functional, independent adults Program. This year, itis scheduled for Junelay 18, Like to work with children or perhaps tutor adults in
bp y nes ; vonal, Indep . 2009 in Denver. Your child can spend time this summer literacy and math? Or perhaps you just want to help
CLE was established in 1989 and is a division of Educational . . . with a class of youngsters??? We need you[!!! No
. . learning how to be successful in college, technical or ; N . . .
Services of America (ESA), the n I,0Q0Ss eadl ng. 0 der of special training required, weodll take care of it
vocational scho@ even before enrolling’in college.

special and alternative education. . . . : .
Your child can receive intensive support with academic,

CLE believes all students can advance academically, socially ~ Social and independent living skills needed for coliege

and behaviorally, given the right instruction in the right and for life. With ongoing and direct supervision, the Even if you only a couple of hours to do-
environment. CLE assists students in every step of the ~ CLE summer program introduces students to what nate each month, it can really be helpful!
college process, starting with registration. Once college life is like. They live in college dorm suites with It only takes 2 hours (or less) to fold and
enrolled, students live together in apartments near the a private bedroom and bathroom and a shared kitchen sort our monthly newsletter! And you can
local CLE offices and student centers while taking and living room. They cook meals in groups for chat at the same time! We provide the
classes at community colleges, vocational schools or themselves and others, learn to use adaptive technology coffee!
universities. CLE professional staff members, including ~ t© take notes and read college texts, and they develop Vr\]/e a]!fyvaysfrllged help in
a clinical psychologist, work closely with students to appropriate friendships while they explore education and the o |ce.h. 'ing, an-
_ e : : o , swering phones, orga- _
provide structured tutoring sessions, independent living ~ Career options. nizing project paper- Do you have a passion for
skills training and social outings. How o Applv: work, even just being organizing? Want to lead or
OwW 10 Apply: there for walkins! You work on a project or event
CLE provides individualized support in three primary . . set your schedule! committee? Come on in,
areas to complement studentsbo StT’dentS Rl fheir parents car:[) gomnlete ihe appligation make yourself at home!!!!
P online % www.ExperlenceCi .com or coﬂtact CLE at

303825-2533. Applications must be accompanied by a
current psychological/educational evaluation.
Applications are due by June 1.

1 Academics: Students participate in structured sessions
with contentspecific professional tutors and attend weekly
study hall sessions. In addition, weekly course reviews
ensure students keep pace with their peers.

Governor Perry Declares State Schools Emergency

For the Austirbased CLE program information, please

1 Independent Living: Students are introduced to the contact Shelly Underwood at (512) 8345 or

responsibilities of apartment living and receive help sunderwood_@esaducatipn.com. Check out the Perry Designates Emergency Items for entities with recovery from the hurricanes of 2008; -
establishing and maintaining a bank account, paying bills, ~ Program online at ExperienceCLE.com. Legislature February 03, 2009 9 Legislation to reform the Texas Windstorm
shopping, preparing meals, cleaning their apartment and Insurance Association (TWIA) and legislation to fund

: I . AUSTIN T Gov. Rick Perry today declared ..
other essential daily living skills that promote emergency items for the 2009 legislative session. the Catastrophe Reserve Trust Fund related to TWIA,;

independence. 1 Legislation to improve state schools and
The emergency designation will allow lawmakers centers operated by_the state of Texas; and -
' Social Skills: Students have the opportunity to participate to begin considering these issues in the initial 30 Legislation to appropriate funds to the Texas
in a variety of activities each week, such as bowling, days of the legislative session. Department of Criminal Justice for the purchase and
: . : use of screening and detection devices for contraband
movies or outings to local events and attractions.

Students are paired with a mentor who is a graduate The emergency items include: - and personnel, as well as comprehensive security

S . equipment.
student in psychology or related study and facilitates the 1 Legislation to provide supplemental AiBy designating these items eme
guided application of the social skills CLE students are appropriations to state agencies and institutions are able to begin considering these important issues
learning. related to hurricane response and recovery relating to the safety, securi:t

associated with the hurricanes of 2008; -

Gov. Perry said.
1 Legislation to assist public and private



